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Abstract

Contemplative education is important for how people lead their lives, both
internally and externally (physically and spiritually), not only at the level of the individual,
but global society. Concrete implementation of this abstract approach, while not easy, is
Crucial for today’s social conditions. Those who would implement this approach in
education would need concrete application, seamlessly connecting spiritual practices of
interest with daily routine. Implementation of contemplative approaches would then be
sacred, subtle and natural. Other than the class leader, other elements also contribute to
an atmosphere of learning and sacredness. The elements of sacred place consist of 1)
natural richness, to foster a clear sense of place 2) activities related to or supportive of
spirituality, to promote the spirit of place; and 3) building design or architecture that is in
harmony with its natural setting, to preserve the original sense of place as much as
possible. If the leader appreciates and respects the value system and nature,
maintenance of the natural environment of the place would occur automatically, and little
alteration to the original landscape would occur. The activities that take place at the
grounds would then be sacred and harmonious of their own accord. The leader, activities,
way of life, environment and building itself thus become not merely a channel for the
transfer of knowledge, but a space where a body of knowledge is cultivated. Exchanges
occur between the learners and their physical environment, including the structures that
arise. These three elements, once in congruent combination, would create a
“contemplative hermitage” From a synthesis of all six case studies, it was found that the
creation of a contemplative hermitage atmosphere consists of two fundamental
components: 1) a spiritual leader and 2) a rich natural environment. These are
indispensable to create a space that supports and promote contemplative education

activities.

Keywords Contemplative Education, Sense of Place, Spirit of Place, Sacred Place,

Contemplative Hermitage
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